#3. 30th June…CLIMATE CHANGE Feature in RHUC-0n-Line or this Web-Site, is

intended to be a regular sharing for at least the balance of the Summer and through
to the Federal Election.

Overall Plan...During July we will be focusing on introductions to groups that are already
engaged and you may wish to look at the sites to learn new info and perhaps wish to join. We
will also be including vignettes of things that are happening around the world.
During August we will be focusing on the Federal Election. All Parties will have issued a
Climate Change Platform/Policy. There are clearly a number or revisions that will take place in
the next couple of months...so we will try to give you an update of each party in August...perhaps
through the eyes of a local candidate.
During September we will provide the opportunity for candidates individually or at an AllCandidates Meeting (TBD) to present their partisan viewpoints on Climate Change proposals
before us.
An Invitation...If you would like to provide a paragraph or two on a Climate Change
topic...please contact me at terry.t.davies@gmail.com.

I know that you are probably aware of RHUC Net Zero Team and our recent
award for becoming even greener as a church and Community.

Did you know that we are also part of “Targeting Climate Change”, sponsored by most of
the churches in RH as well as many other groups in the area. We held seminars through the Winter
ending with June 8th at RHUC. It is a great place to meet people...ask questions and hear from
experts...the next one is on October 5th. More info in a later week.
Did you know that the City of Richmond Hill has a very detailed web page on
Climate Change? Here are some highlights...
RICHMOND HILL CITY...CLIMATE CHANGE.... https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn-

about/Climate-Change.aspx
Home/Find or Learn About/Environment/Climate Change
Let’s create a Resilient Richmond Hill – together
Richmond Hill is taking steps to become more resilient to climate change – and you can help! Our
Community Energy and Emissions Plan (CEEP) will bring together staff, key stakeholders
and the public to find ways to increase energy efficiency and decrease greenhouse gas
emissions throughout Richmond Hill.
RESILIENT CLIMATE CHANGE IN RICHMOND HILL..City
initiatives..https://www.richmondhill.ca/en/find-or-learn- about/Climate-Change.aspx
Richmond Hill is already feeling, and will continue to experience, the effects of climate
change: heat waves, ice storms, increased rainfall, high wind speeds and more freeze-thaw
cycles. These weather extremes threaten the health of natural and built environments, and the
viability of municipal services and operations.
Climate change refers to long-term changes in weather patterns. Global warming is a
measure of climate change and describes increases in the earth's average temperature over time.
Human activities in the last 100 years, such as burning fossil fuels and deforestation, have increased
greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the air, which contributes to global warming and changing weather
patterns.
Our community contributes to climate change in two main ways:
• Heating and cooling buildings with natural gas or other fossil fuels
• Transportation of people and goods using petroleum

What is Resilience?
To be resilient means to be able to prepare for, resist and recover from damage or negative
impacts. A resilient community plans ahead and maintains a balance of strength and flexibility.
• For example, a healthy tree with strong roots can withstand heavy winds and drought.
Trees also gain resilience (i.e. to pests, disease and extreme weather) when they exist in a diverse
community – a forest.
How can we cope with climate change?
By building up our resilience, Richmond Hill can deal with the negative impacts of climate
change while helping to address its root causes. Our natural environment already contains
resilient features, such as the Oak Ridges Moraine, rivers and streams, forests, wetlands, and
wildlife. Our built environment contains resilient features as well: parks and open spaces,
walking and cycling options, community gardens, and stormwater management.
Resilience in the face of climate change involves two broad responses:
• Mitigation – lowering greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.
For example, walking and cycling instead of using a gas-powered vehicle can decrease emissions
and traffic congestion, while improving physical and mental health.
• Adaptation – preparing for and dealing with the impacts of climate change. For
example, stormwater controls can decrease the risk of flooding by managing increased amounts of
water from large storms and quickly melting snow.
What is Resilient Richmond Hill?
Resilient Richmond Hill (or Resilient RH) is a project aimed at mitigating climate change
(by lowering our GHG emissions) and adapting to climate change (by planning for weather
extremes). Taking action now will help strengthen our community and maintain – and even
improve – our quality of life.
Resilient RH will build on existing actions, programs, partnerships, and plans to
develop a more comprehensive and strategic response to climate change. While this initiative
is specific to our community, its underlying goals align with many other towns and cities around the
world.
One of the main projects under Resilient RH, the Community Energy and Emissions Plan
(2019-2021), will explore mitigation options that not only reduce our emissions but also save
energy costs for residents and businesses. You can share your ideas through our upcoming
consultations (fall 2019)!

