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This week at RHUC  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
WORSHIPPING TOGETHER 

 

Minister’s message There was a moment of panic in the office this week. Two baby Jesuses were missing. First, I wasn't able to find the doll 
we usually use for the Craft Dinner worship service. Then Dan couldn't find the cut out we use for our outdoor crèche. 
Fortunately both were found, and they were in the church the whole time. For me this seems an apt metaphor for the 
Advent-Christmas experience for many of us. Some suggest there is a war on Christmas as we shift our greetings to 
accommodate that December is a festive time for more than just Christians. The real war is seen in the way so many, 
Christians included, have made this month about parties and presents when the one whose coming we remember was 
born to poor parents in a time of social upheaval. A church in the Netherlands is expressing what this season is really 
about as they hold a continuous worship service to ensure police can't enter the building to deport refugees who sought 
sanctuary. They understand that reaching out with love and advocating for the vulnerable is the core meaning of 
Christmas. This is something we hold dear in this congregation so clearly Jesus didn't go missing after all. It is easy to lose 
focus in the hype of the season but as we mark the quiet preparation of Advent we make space for the Jesus who came 
not with a celebration of presents but in solidarity with the poor. 
 
Minister's Office Hours: James will be keep office hours from 1:00 until 5:00 pm on Mondays and Wednesdays each 
week. Feel free to stop in to see him. 

 

Worship notes Sunday, Dec. 9: We reflect on Luke 1:26-38 when Gabriel comes to visit Mary. Her reaction is not unlike Zechariah's. She 
too questions what is happening. But she remains "open to wonder" and responds with acceptance rather than 
skepticism. 

7:00 p.m.  Carols by Candlelight 
 
Sunday, Dec. 16: We read together Luke 1:39-56. We decorate our Christmas trees as we bring backpacks to assist 
people accessing the services of the Krasman Centre. 

 Announcements: A reminder that if you would like to make an announcement on a Sunday you need to let James know 
by the Thursday prior. He is able to make the announcement for you. If you would like to make it yourself, it needs to be 
brief. Please keep to 50 words or less.    

 

Christian 
Development  

If you are able to help out with the youth on the following dates please let Joan Verner know:  December 9 and 16.   
joanverner@rogers.com or 905-539-1222.  

Sunday, December 9 
10:30 a.m. Service 
12:00 p.m.  Youth Choir practice – Common 
Room 
12:00 p.m.  Faith Exploration Class – Chapel 
7:00 p.m.  Carols by Candlelight  
 
Monday, December 10 
9:30 a.m. Shalom Seekers – Chapel 
7:00 p.m. Cubs – gym 
7:00 p.m.  H.A.I.R. - Chapel 
 

Tuesday, December 11 
7:00 p.m. Beavers – gym 
 
Wednesday, December 12 
12:00 pm. Advent Bible Study- Chapel 
6:00 p.m.  Council – 19 Church St. S. 
7:00 p.m. Scouts/Venturers – gym 
 
Thursday, December 13 
6:20 p.m.  Advent Bible Study - Chapel 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir – Common Room 
 
Saturday, December 15 
3:30 p.m.  Drumming – Garden room 
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Canadian church 
calendar “Faith, 
Hope, and Love” 

The 2019 Canadian church calendar “Faith, Hope, and Love” are available at the Welcome Table for $5.00. 
 

 
BUILDING FOR MINISTRY 

 

 

 

 

Generous Spirit Testimony by Alyssa Ramsaran: ‘Good Morning, For those of you who do not know me, my name is 
Alyssa Ramsaran.  My family and I have been coming to this church for over twenty-five years.  Yes, Richmond Hill is the 
only place I have ever called home, as I was born and raised here.  Growing up, I played soccer for the Richmond Hill 
Raiders, I skated in Elgin Barrow arena, I taught swimming for the Town of Richmond Hill, but my fondest memories 
were standing below this pulpit and singing in two choirs. Though my memories from my toddler years are quite foggy, I 
was told by both my parents that I was destined for the junior choir.  When I was between the ages of two and three, I 
became quite envious of my older sister, who got to sing about Jonah being swallowed by a whale.  I attended every 
practice with her even before I became a choir member.  While she was singing, I would often be singing along from the 
pew as it was my favourite part of the service! As I grew older, I was able to keep up with the older kids, playing hide 
and seek in the dark after choir goody night and tag in the gym.  My generation of choir members was energetic and we 
were always on the move.  No matter how wild we got, Barry always settled us down and reminded us of the little man 
on his shoulder who was always watching us during practice.  When I entered my teenage years, I joined the formidable 
youth choir.  As large and mighty as we were, we knew business when it was twelve o’clock after service and Mrs. L-B 
started to play our warm up vocal exercises. With cookies in our mouth as we began to sang fe fa, fe fa and zoo a zoo a 
zoo!  But, my most heartwarming memories of being a teenager were coming home from school, walking from the bus 
stop and humming to myself a song about a tree.  I grew up in this church, and it helped shape me on who I am as a 
person today.  I have seen firsthand the support of a community and the strength of a congregation.  I understand what 
it means to help others and support all walks of life. I did not learn that from being told but rather observing the actions 
of others. It is no coincidence that I chose a career based on those same values that I learned upstairs in Discovery Time. 
It’s the small gestures, the little acts of kindness that make all the difference. That is what this church is about.  It is 
based on values which are based on scriptures that help shape who we are as Christians. God does not ask us to move 
mountains or to boast of our achievements but rather to act justly, love mercy and to walk humbly with him.  My 
parents chose to bring both my sister and I here because they saw value not only in worship but in the congregation as a 
whole.  It is important for kids and youth to have interactions with one another not just in school but in extra-curricular 
activities as well.  Sometimes, school can be extremely competitive. Who can get the highest grade or who can run the 
fastest in track and field?  It is important to be in an environment where the pressures of success are not present.  I am 
so thankful for my parents for choosing RHUC because it helped to give me a foundation that I stand upon every day 
when I get up in the morning and go to work.  A foundation that lets me know that I am enough as a person and that no 
matter how dark or challenging a situation, God and my community are always with me.’ 

 

 

 
HOSPITALITY & WORKING FOR JUSTICE 

 

Advent – Outreach 
Committee 

The Outreach Committee has lots of suggestions for helping you with meaningful ways for Advent and Christmas.  Our 
Advent givings envelopes this year will available on December 9 and December 16

th
.  Our support will help 360° Kids 

buying presents for every one of their clients.  The new Hub, on Yonge at Crosby, is serving a huge number of at-risk 
youth and since many of them are not living at home and have no family support, this is an especially difficult time of 
year.  Our history of friendship and support is very important to them and to us. 
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As we have done for many years, we are again collecting back packs for the Krasman Centre.  We will be collecting the 
back packs at the service on Sunday, Dec. 16 and you are invited to fill your own (see the Outreach notice board for 
ideas) or give us loose toiletries, hats and scarves, socks etc., and we will pass them along.  As many of the Krasman 
clients have precarious living arrangements these back packs are always well received.  If our collection date doesn’t 
work for you, we will accept back packs anytime under the tree in the sanctuary or in the church office.  Cash donations 
or cheques payable to RHUC re Krasman Centre are also welcome.   
 
Kathy McBey is busy collecting donations for the Franklin Cromarty District High School in Thunder Bay.  The Indigenous 
high school has drawn up a wish list of items the students need and Kathy is also heading up a warm winter coat drive.  
Please see the Outreach notice board for further information and keep our friends in Thunder Bay in your hearts and 
minds. 
 
There are several opportunities to bake and serve this Advent.  On Fri., Dec. 21

st
., we are providing a turkey dinner for 

the Krasman Centre.  We will cook the turkeys and make the stuffing and gravy.  We are asking you to prepare side 
dishes and desserts.  Please contact Wendy Thomas if you can help with this.  She will have a sign - up sheet after church 
on Dec. 9 and 16

th
.  If you would like to help serve the meal on the 21

st
, please let Wendy or Lyn May know.   

 
Please check out the giving catalog, Gifts with Vision, in the office and Welcome table.  Put together by the M&S 
division of the United Church these catalogues contain lots of exciting ways to make part of your Christmas givings 
stretch all around the world! 
 
We have invited new friends from the Yezidi community in Richmond Hill to join us at the Advent craft dinner on 
Sunday, Dec. 2 at 4:00 p.m.  If you are able to attend with a pot-luck contribution, we could give these families a warm 
welcome to RHUC! 
 
 

Hands & Hearts for 
Africa  

2018 VIRTUAL WALK AROUND AFRICA:  Virtual Walk Around Africa: WORLD AIDS DAY 
On December 1st, World AIDS day, we stop for a moment to honour our sisters and brothers around the world impacted 
by HIV/AIDS. We remember especially the millions in Africa who are facing this health epidemic with dignity, courage 
and resilience. Our Hands and Hearts for Africa Walking Team has reached the halfway point in our Virtual Walk and 
now approach Lusaka, Zambia. We have collectively walked over 5000 kms and have another 5000 to go. Our 
commitment is strong, taking strength from the lives of African grandmothers who are the primary caregivers for 
Africa's next generation. 
 In the latest GRASSROOTS from Stephen Lewis Foundation, there are encouraging stories from Uganda and 
South Africa about grandmothers who have met the challenges of the pandemic and now are becoming strong voices 
for their communities at every level of government. Sadly in the same newsletter, we have news of an alarming 
resurgence of HIV infections among girls and young women--3 young women infected every 4 minutes! This SLF report 
highlights programmes that address this critical need-- programmes led by youth and for youth to address especially the 
stigma and discrimination around HIV/AIDS. 
 As we continue to walk, we ask for your prayerful support for the Stephen Lewis Foundation and its life-
changing programmes. With gratitude we thank our many supporters who have helped us raise $1000 so far. Together 
we can make such a difference in the lives of African AIDS families. For more information, please contact 
handsandhearts@live.ca 
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Living In Right 
Relations Committee 

This week we're going to review another portion of The Indian Act of 1876 - the status of Indigenous women. 
 
"Provided always that any Indian woman marrying any other than an Indian, shall cease to be an Indian within the 
meaning of this Act, nor shall the children issue of such marriage be considered as Indians within the meaning of this Act; 
Provided also, that any Indian woman marrying an Indian of any other tribe, band or body shall cease to be a member of 
the tribe, band or body to which she formerly belonged, and become a member of the tribe, band or body of which her 
husband is a member, and the children, issue of this marriage, shall belong to their father's tribe only." 
[An Act for the Gradual Enfranchisment of Indians, 1869] 
 
"Prior to European contact, and the ensuring fundamental disruption to the traditional lifestyle of Indigenous 
communities, women were central to the family.  They were revered in the communities that identified as matriarchal 
societies, had roles within community government and spiritual ceremonies, and were generally respected for the 
sacred gifts bestowed upon them by the Creator."   
It is interesting Indigenous men did not lose status when they married non-indigenous women.  In the late 1800's, 
Federal law defined Indian status solely on the basis of paternal lineage. 
[Source - "21 Things You may not know about the Indian Act, Bob Joseph] 
 
Next Week - we'll continue to review the Indian Act of 1876. 
 
 

 

Gifts with Vision We have received the new 2018-2019 alternative gift catalogue for the United Church of Canada.  It contains the usual 
assortment of projects you can support through giving a donation in someone's name - a gift from you to help others, 
given in their name.  Gift cards are available to let the person know you thought of them with this gift for others.  Those 
especially hard to buy for or those who have everything might appreciate your desire to alleviate another's hardship 
here in Canada and around the world. Needs range from an immediate need, like hunger and shelter; to tackling 
employment by providing education or small business start-up money; to sending a kit to camp or giving help to the 
world's displaced people.  There are some catalogues on the Welcome Table but you can do everything on the 
web:  www.giftswithvision.ca   This is the alternative way of giving, and giving something that is really 
needed!      Contact:  Donna Smith 905-884-6307 
 

 

Minute for Mission 

Called to be the Church 

Our gifts for Mission & Service support overseas personnel like Marion Pope, a registered nurse who served with the 
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea (PROK) in South Korea for 36 years. “Hold the gospel and culture in 
creative tension.” These words of her teacher, Dr. Katharine Hockin, guided Marion, who became a well-known and 
respected teacher and writer about mission. “Our questions relate to the struggle to reconcile the truth we see in the 
gospel with the values of the culture in which we are living and working,” says Marion. “Those going to partner churches 
overseas are all trying to learn how the gospel is understood and being lived by the people of that partner church…. We 
were not being sent out to change others or to achieve an end. We were being sent out to learn, work, and live with 
other people under the direction of the church to which we were sent.” As a nursing educator, Marion took this 
challenge seriously and taught the traditions of Korean nursing, which had been replaced by Western medicine. 
“[Marion] gave us insight into how to develop nursing in the Korean context: ‘Don’t just borrow from the West,’ she told 
us. ‘Use  your own Korean perspective.’ We learned from her that Korean nursing has much to offer. Her influence is still 
being felt,” notes Professor  Lee Won-Hee of Yonsei University College of Nursing. Says Marion, “Everything I have done 
and taught and lived in Korea and Canada was my attempt to reflect the missiology I was taught by Dr. Katharine Hockin 
and the diaconal ministry taught at the Centre for Christian Studies.” 
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ENGAGING, CHALLENGING & GROWING OUR FAITH 

 

Bible Study Advent Bible Study: This coming Advent (Dec. 2 - 24) James will facilitate two Bible Study sessions each week, one at 
noon on Wednesdays (bring a bag lunch) and one at 6:20 pm on Thursdays. We will explore what the bible tells us about 
Jesus through each of the birth narratives, including those in the apocrypha (early Christian books that didn't make it into 
the Bible).  We begin on Wednesday, Nov. 28

th 
and on Thursday, Nov. 29

th
 at 6:20 p.m. 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast The next Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, December 8th, 2018. Coffee and tea will be served at 8:15am, with 
breakfast in the gym at 8:30 prepared by our UCW friends.  New participants are always welcome. The Men’s Breakfasts 
are a time of fellowship and camaraderie.  Feel free to contact us if you’re interested in more information about it. Cost 
is $10 / person, with net proceeds to the UCW. Please RSVP to Harry Ramsaran (hramsaran@rogers.com or 905 508 
4758) by Thursday, December 6th. Thank you!  
Looking ahead: Future dates for 2019:  January 12

th
, February 9th March 9

th
, April 13

th
 and May 11

th
. 

After breakfast you are invited to the Garden Room for a presentation on “Night Shift in the ER” by one of RHUC 
members, Dr. Dominick Shelton. ”.  Highlights will include a behind the scenes description of working in the ER, 
challenges of working in the ER and his most memorable ER cases.  Dr. Dominick Shelton is an emergency physician 
working at Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre.  He is also the Medical Director of Quality & Safety in the Emergency 
Department at Sunnybrook.  He holds appointments of Assistant Professor in both the Department of Family and 
Community Medicine and the Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the University of Toronto. 
Dominick is the Former Director of the Emergency Department at Women’s College Hospital.  He is a co-founder of the 
following organizations:  Camp Jumoke (a camp for children with sickle cell anemia), TAIBU Community Health Centre, 
Black Physicians’ Association of Ontario and U of T Faculty of Medicine Summer Mentorship Program for Black and 
Aboriginal Students.  Join Dominick to hear his presentation on “Night Shift in the ER”.  Highlights will include a behind 
the scenes description of working in the ER, challenges of working in the ER and his most memorable ER cases. 
 

 

Faith Exploration 
Classes 

Are you curious about the teachings of Jesus, especially how we live them out within The United Church of Canada? Do 
you want to translate what you were taught in Sunday School into an adult understanding? Are you wondering about 
baptism or considering becoming a member of RHUC through confirmation or transfer from another congregation? Or 
maybe you are just interested in sharing faith with other adults? Then come to James’ office and explore faith with 
others. The sessions run from now until April in 3 week blocks based on themes.  Faith Exploration Classes are at noon 
on Sunday.  Everyone welcome. 
Section 1: Who/What is God? 
December 9: God as Connected (Incarnation and Bible) 
 
Section 2: Who is Jesus? 
January 13: Jesus’ Life and Ministry 
January 20: Jesus' Teaching 
January 27: Jesus' Death and Resurrection 
 
Section 3: What does it mean to be church? 
February 10: The gift of the Spirit 
February 24: Being Church 
March 3: How do we worship? 
 
Section 4: Living in Faith 
March 17: Living with Respect in Creation 
March 24: Living in Service 
March 31: Living for Just Relationships 
April 7: Living with difficult ethical questions 
April 20: Retreat Day 
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Women’s Winter 
Retreat 

Ladies mark your calendars - the RHUC Women's Winter Retreat is Friday February 8 to Sunday February 10, 2019 at 
Loretto Maryholme in Keswick. 

 

H.A.I.R. Our last meeting will be on December 10 before stopping for the Christmas break.  
 HAIR, the Monday evening study group, is using TED talks and other videos to trigger discussions about ethical 
questions, the implications of faith in the modern world, and other important issues of our time, such as when to stand 
up against discrimination, how to make a difference in helping others (effective altruism), environmental challenges, etc. 
Since each discussion is self-contained it is possible to join us in the chapel any Monday at 7:00 without having to “catch 
up”. Everyone is welcome to any or all of these fascinating discussions.  
 

 

RHUC Book Club  The RHUC Book Club will meet again on January 23, 2019 at 7 p.m. At that time, we will be discussing the novel The 
Marriage of Opposites: A Novel Based on the Life of Rachel Pissarro by Alice Hoffman.  
 “From the New York Times bestselling author of The Dovekeepers, Practical Magic, and The Museum of 
Extraordinary Things: a forbidden love story set on the tropical island of St. Thomas about the extraordinary woman who 
gave birth to painter Camille Pissarro—the Father of Impressionism.”  
 For more information about the book club, please speak to Sandra Loughton or call the church office at 905-
884-1301, Ext. 5 to speak to Deb Fratin, Office Administrator. New members are always welcome!    
 

 

Shalom Seekers  Please join us on Monday, December 10th from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel to celebrate the Advent & 
Christmas season. We will start with some social time, including a Christmas quiz, Christmas goodies, tea and coffee, and 
a visit with RHUC staff, and finish with a time of Advent Worship.  
 The group will resume on Monday, January 7, 2019. For more information about Shalom Seekers, please speak 
to facilitators Peg Hiscoke or Sandra Loughton or contact Deb Fratin in the church office at 905-884-1301, Ext. 5.  
 
 

 

Special Occasions While we include in our prayers, the names of people who are ill or mourning, we are not always aware of the special 
occasions which give rise to rejoicing. Please let us know to add any special occasions that are coming up.    

 

 

 
CREATING AND NURTURING COMMUNITY 

  

Welcome Committee The new Welcome Teams schedule for 2019 has been circulated to the 30 people on the 5 teams with Elsa & David 
Crowley and Brenda Haynes joining teams.  There are three people who have "retired" after many, many years of being 
on a Team: Elinor Irwin and JoAnne and Bill Fotheringham.  We extend our thanks and appreciation to them for helping 
with this important work.  Actually, it is really everyone's help that is needed to make people who come to our church 
feel welcome, so do offer a friendly greeting to them as they arrive in your pew and at coffee time following the service. 
 
 

 

United Church of 
Canada - Region 10 

GIVE REGION 10 A NEW NAME FOR CHRISTMAS! 
We were encouraged to receive more than 80 suggestions for names! Thanks to everyone who contributed. The 
Commission has narrowed the list to 5 and invites anyone from a community of faith in Region 10 to select up to two 
names.  Selections can be made until December 11, 2018.   

Name Region 10  
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Mosaic Interfaith Dear MOSAIC INTERFAITH supporters: A reminder that Temple Har Zion has invited MOSAIC to attend a special Sabbath 
service on Saturday, December 8th at 10:30 am. They want to acknowledge the support of the community following the 
shootings at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh and thank you for standing with them in their time of grief.  
The flyer is attached with full details. An RSVP has been requested by Friday, December 7th to allow them to prepare 
for our visit. You can register by clicking here. 
Temple Har Zion is located at: 7360 Bayview Avenue, Thornhill, ON L3T 2R7 
Temple Har Zion is fully wheelchair accessible. 
We hope to see you there. Fran Isaacs & Shabnees Siwjee, Co-chairs thisisfran@yahoo.com / shabnees@yahoo.ca 
 

 

Out of the Cold 
Program – 
Richmond Hill 
Presbyterian Church 

Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church will be hosting the Out of the Cold program this coming winter every Sunday evening 
from December 9

th
 2018 to January 13

th
 2019. The program will be operated by Mosaic Interfaith Out of the Cold from 

6pm Sunday evenings to 8am Monday mornings. Mosaic Interfaith OOTC provides emergency shelter beds, meals and 
support services to the homeless in partnership with 16 interfaith communities in York Region. RHPC will be joining this 
winter service by providing space on Sundays for up to 30 beds for those in need. 
  Mosaic is looking for volunteers to help with the following duties: 

¶ Registration of clients – 6pm – 9pm 

¶ Serving pizza meal and refreshments – 6 – 9pm 

¶ Cleanup – 6-9pm 

¶ Breakfast Crew – serving cold breakfast and coffee, signing out clients and cleanup – 5:30 – 7:30 am 
 If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Lyn May at lynniemay@gmail.com or 905-884-9805.  
 

 

 To unsubscribe, please write to: office@rhuc.org , and put “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  Published by Deb Fratin.  
Please submit notices by noon on Wednesday. 

. 

 
 

Liona Boyd to Welcome the Holidays with ñA Winter Fantasyò on WNED 

 

World-renowned classical guitarist, Liona Boyd and her protégé, Andrew Dolson perfectly capture a magical evening in the concert “A 
Winter Fantasy” airing at 10 pm, Monday, Dec. 10 on WNED-TV. 
 

Ever since her platinum album, “A Guitar for Christmas,” Boyd’s music has been part of the holidays. “A Winter Fantasy” is a one-hour 
concert film that interweaves beloved traditional pieces, such as “Silent Night” and “The Huron Carol,” with Boyd’s own original material 
and the ethereal orchestrations of Peter Bond. Dolson accompanies Boyd on guitar as well as giving soaring operatic vocal renditions 
of “O Holy Night” and Boyd’s own epic “Aurora Borealis,” a tribute to the beauty of the Northern Lights. 
 

Recorded in historic Richmond Hill United Church in December 2017, “A Winter Fantasy” also features special guest, Grammy 
nominated flautist Ron Korb, as well as the Chancel Choir of Richmond Hill. Korb adds his acclaimed playing on two pieces, and The 
Chancel choir joins along with the exuberant Caribbean rhythms of “Christmas Dreams” to close out this special concert. 
 

Stunning winter scenery from Boyd’s adopted homeland of Canada adds visual beauty to the production. “A Winter Fantasy” brings 
Boyd’s unique blend of romantic style and serene music to the screen. 
 

“A Winter Fantasy” will air again on WNED on the following dates: 

¶ 4 am, Dec. 15 

¶ 5:30 pm, Dec. 15 

¶ 4 am, Dec. 25 
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